


What is Ágora?

It is a cooperation network of local councils aimed at promoting and claiming public space as a

fundamental right of citizenship.

One of its basis is that public space is an essential part of people's lives and a natural setting of collective life.

The local councils that are part of this network are committed to implementing policies to regain their public

spaces for people promoting alternative mobility in their villages and towns.

Ágora is promoted and coordinated by the Department of Alternative Mobility and Public Spaces of the

Deputación de Pontevedra.



Who are part 

of Ágora?
All local councils in the province of Pontevedra
interested to become part of a network aimed at
exchanging experiences and information. All of them
share common lines of action aimed at regaining public
space as a fundamental element to improve people’s

quality of life in urban areas.

All councils that are part of Ágora must share similar
principles and commitments.

By the end of 2020, 54 of the 61 municipalities in the
province were members of Ágora.



Background

The Deputación de Pontevedra is a benchmark for public administrations in Spain in regaining public space

for people, particularly by carrying out actions in the provincial road network.

The provincial government has developed initiatives such as the Decalogue of Criteria for Action on

Provincial Roads, the Plan Móvese (Safe Mobility and Safe Speed), the Guide for Public Spaces and Friendly

Mobility, the subsidies given to local councils for the development of sustainable urban mobility plans or the
creation of safe school routes. These are some of the previous lines of work. Now, we want them to go even

further and be extended to the councils of the province thanks to a permanent network.



Ágora’s mission

The Deputación de Pontevedra, through the new Department of Alternative Mobility and Public Spaces,

wants to encourage the local councils of the province to take political decisions aimed at regaining public

space in their urban areas and to use sustainable mobility as an alternative to motor vehicles.

The objective is that by June 2023 the Ágora local councils substantially increase the public space intended

for people and create pedestrian paths and bicycle lanes.

We have great challenges ahead, such as fighting against road violence, against the exclusion of people

from public space or against the excessive use of motor vehicles, which increases environmental pollution. In
addition, we shall comply with the 2030 Urban Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals approved

by the UN.

.



Why Ágora?

The name Ágora comes from the Greek ἀγορά, which means 'gathering place', or ἀγείρω, 'to gather'. The

agora used to be a central public space in ancient Greek city-states, the ancient polis, where citizens used

to gather.

The agora was the centre of business, culture and politics, basically, of public life. Therefore, agora is almost

a synonym for public space.

We have chosen a modern typeface, Futura, slightly modified in the first "A" to simulate an accent and to

create a semantic play with the adverb agora (the Galician term for ‘now’). The right concept to designate

the Local Councils in Favour of Public Space.



Post-COVID-19 public space
Recent events concerning the COVID-19 health crisis have highlighted the need to have high-quality public

spaces in our towns and cities. After months of lockdown, we have learned to understand the public space

as the perfect setting for public and social life, both to stay in and to interact with others.

Physical distancing or safety distancing is not social distancing; human beings need spaces and places for

socialising.

From now on, our challenges will be focused on adapting public space so as to keep the 2-metre-physical

distance and on building safe spaces to ensure physical distancing without affecting social life.

.
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ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

1
Public space as a right

It is a right on the same level as health and education. Everyone living in an urban area of any size has the 

right to have a high-quality public space to develop her or his life and interact with others safely. 

Public governments must ensure this right to their citizens.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

2
People first

Any action in the public space will be aimed at people first, by changing priorities. The objective will be to 

ensure pedestrian mobility, taken over the use of other means of transport in the following order: bicycles, 
personal mobility vehicles (PMV), public transport and private vehicles.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

3
Inclusive mobility

Public space is the only space that belongs to us all, regardless of race, sex, age, social background, 

physical or mental abilities. Local councils must ensure universal accessibility to public spaces, promoting 

them as elements of equity and social inclusion. The needs of most vulnerable groups of people (children, 
the elderly or people with functional diversity) should be met first. 



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

4
Children’s autonomy

Children's integration is basic in their socialisation process. Therefore, providing them with a safe public 

space must be a general objective. Local councils shall promote the creation of safe school routes (as a 

priority measure to regain space for children), encourage children’s autonomy in the streets and squares, 

and establish channels for children's participation in local life.

.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

5
Alternative mobility

Natural and active mobility shall be promoted (as opposed to the use of motor vehicles) in both urban and 

rural areas, by establishing priority pedestrian areas in the main streets and squares of our towns, villages and 

parishes. In urban and peri-urban areas, pedestrian paths and bicycle lanes will be created. 

The use of bicycles for daily commuting will be encouraged as an alternative mean of transport.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

6
Safe spaces

Road safety must be a priority for local councils. They shall implement traffic calming policies such as raised 
pedestrian crossings and speed reduction devices. 

All local roads in urban or rural areas will have maximum speeds of 30 km/h. In pedestrian-priority public 

spaces, authorised vehicles will be allowed to drive at a maximum speed of 10 km/h.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

7
Healthy environment

Reducing the presence of motor vehicles and promoting active mobility will help to build a healthier society. 

Besides creating friendly and safe spaces for daily commuting, local councils will promote initiatives to 

encourage healthy habits and activities among their citizens, such as walking or cycling.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

8
Friendly and high-quality spaces

Local councils are committed to ensure that all public space projects include a friendly and high-quality 

pedestrian space. It shall consist of a barrier-free and continuous path with a minimum width of 2.5 m 

(preferably of 3 m). Pedestrian paths and/or bicycle lanes(separated from the roadway) shall have a 

minimum width of 2.5 m (preferably of 3 m). If this solution is not feasible or not advisable, the preferred 

option will be a single platform having all necessary traffic calming measures to protect the most vulnerable 

groups of people.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

9
Local economic activities

The promotion of high-quality public spaces and the presence of people in the streets will help to promote 

local businesses. Local councils will boost social, cultural, sport and leisure activities in regained public 

spaces, which will also serve as tourism attractions.



ÁGORA PRINCIPLES

1O
Sustainable mobility

Given the current climate crisis and following the Sustainable Development Goals established by the UN and 

included in the 2030 Agenda, local councils will be committed to reduce the use of motor vehicles. 

Public space shall be free or almost free from environmental pollution.



Ágora and SDGs

2030 Urban Agenda



3. Good health and well-being

9. Industry, innovation and infrastructure        

11. Sustainable cities and communities

13. Climate action

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalise the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development

The councils that are part of Ágora shall be aligned with the new 2030 Urban Agenda

Of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals established by the UN, five of them will be directly addressed by

ÁGORA



Commitments of the Deputación de 

Pontevedra regarding the Ágora local councils

— To promote initiatives and subsidy programs so that the local councils that are members of the Agora Network

can develop projects aimed at regaining public spaces and promoting alternative mobility.

— To seek external resources in order to improve project's financing, especially European funding lines, to comply

with the 2030 Agenda.

— To provide member local councils with specialised technical staff in order to give them guidance and advice to
achieve the objectives defined.

— To provide representatives for the national networks Ciudades que Caminan (Cities for Pedestrian Network) and

Ciudades por la Bicicleta (Cities for Bicycles Network).

— To promote the Ágora network nationally and internationally.

— To organise courses, lectures, exhibitions and training activities, and prepare printed and audiovisual material for
communication purposes.

— To support awareness-raising actions focused on public space in schools together with the local councils.



Commitments of the Ágora local councils 

— To build more spaces intended for people during the current term and create alternative mobility infrastructure (for walking and cycling).

— To comply with the Ágora principles in every single project implemented and with those included in the Guide for Public Spaces and Friendly

Mobility, the Criteria for Actions in Public Spaces (currently being drafted) and all documents approved by the network itself.

— To develop (or have developed) a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan or a similar strategic plan.

— To be committed to adopt measures included in the plan, following the deadlines set out therein.

— Local councils need to provide data to the Deputación de Pontevedra for information processing purposes and for setting up a work

schedule based on objectives.

— To make the necessary financial contributions, as needed.

— To appoint a political representative and a technical representative. They will be responsible for the participation of the municipality in Ágora.



Commitments and mission
Substantially increasing the PUBLIC SPACE intended for people





Aim
To claim PUBLIC SPACE as a RIGHT from a multidisciplinary perspective.

SCHOOL









Official closing ceremony



Graduation ceremony of 124 Ágora technicians



PHOTO

Awards for photographs taken in public spaces
Each category corresponds to one of the ten Ágora Network principles



AWARDS FOR 
PHOTOGRPAHS TAKEN IN 

PUBLIC SPACES



Funding lines
One of the commitments assumed by the Deputación de Pontevedra is to promote initiatives, funding and subsidy lines addressed to local

councils with less than 50,000 inhabitants, to develop projects for building friendly public spaces and for promoting alternative forms of mobility.

Thus, the Department of Alternative Mobility and Public Spaces of the Deputación de Pontevedra has launched a call for subsidies with two

different lines of action: drafting projects aimed at promoting friendly mobility and public spaces in the town councils, and carrying out

construction works related to these projects in the town councils with less than 50,000 inhabitants that are members of the Ágora Network.

FUNDING



Two lines of action:

- Line 1: drafting projects for promoting friendly mobility and regaining public spaces for people.

The town council may obtain a maximum subsidy of €50,000.00 for drafting the project, which shall not exceed 90 % of the total amount of the

project

- Line 2: carrying out construction works for friendly mobility and for regaining public spaces for people.

The town council will obtain a maximum subsidy of 20 % of the basic tender budget, up to a maximum amount of €100,000.00.

The total budget for both lines will be € 2,435,000.00 and will be entirely funded by the Deputación de Pontevedra: €1,250,000.00 for line 1, and

€1,185,000.00 for line 2.







ACTIONS



Examples
Actions for regaining public spaces for people and for implementing more sustainable forms of transport (on

foot and by bicycle) in the towns, using images to compare the situation before and after
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after



we must GUARANTEE 

the RIGHT to enjoy PUBLIC SPACES as main settings for COLLECTIVE LIFE
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